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If “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

humility, self control” then this must be what God Himself is. (Galatians 5:22–23). And it is 

precisely because this is the case that, after the trauma of Yom Kippur, after the fear and 

uncertainty, God graciously commands us to celebrate Sukkot with Him. Sukkot is the festival 

at which we remember how our ancestors dwelled in tents when Hashem delivered us from 

Egyptian servility. As we read, “‘But on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have 

gathered the produce of the land, you are to observe the festival of ADONAI seven days; the 

first day is to be a complete rest and the eighth day is to be a complete rest. On the first day 

you are to take choice fruit, palm fronds, thick branches and river-willows, and celebrate in 

the presence of ADONAI your God for seven days. You are to observe it as a feast to 

ADONAI seven days in the year; it is a permanent regulation, generation after generation; 

keep it in the seventh month. You are to live in sukkot for seven days; every citizen of Isra’el is 

to live in a sukkah, so that generation after generation of you will know that I made the 

people of Isra’el live in sukkot when I brought them out of the land of Egypt; I am ADONAI 

your God.” (Leviticus 23:39–43).   However, at Chag Sukkot we also remember that God 

Himself came down and dwelled among us in His own tent - the Mishkan - because His 

desire had always ever been to dwell among and be with His people. ““They are to make me 

a sanctuary, so that I may live among them.” (Exodus 25:8). Therefore, “On the day the 

tabernacle was put up, the cloud covered the tabernacle, that is, the tent of the testimony; 

and in the evening, over the tabernacle was what appeared to be fire, which remained until 

morning. So the cloud always covered it, and it looked like fire at night. Whenever the cloud 

was taken up from above the tent, the people of Isra’el continued their travels; and they 

camped wherever the cloud stopped. At the order of ADONAI, the people of Isra’el traveled; 

at the order of ADONAI, they camped; and as long as the cloud stayed over the tabernacle, 

they stayed in camp. Even when the cloud remained on the tabernacle for a long time, the 

people of Isra’el did what ADONAI had charged them to do and did not travel. Sometimes 

the cloud was a few days over the tabernacle; according to ADONAI’s order, they remained in 

camp; and according to ADONAI’s order, they traveled. Sometimes the cloud was there only 

from evening until morning; so that when the cloud was taken up in the morning, they 

traveled. Or even if it continued up both day and night, when the cloud was up, they traveled. 

Whether it was two days, a month or a year that the cloud remained over the tabernacle, 

staying on it, the people of Isra’el remained in camp and did not travel; but as soon as it was 

taken up, they traveled. At ADONAI’s order, they camped; and at ADONAI’s order, they 

traveled — they did what ADONAI had charged them to do through Moshe.” (Numbers 9:15–

23). 

 

In that the Sukkah consciously recalls these seminal events when God dwelled so closely with 

His people it has come to symbolise in Jewish thought the eternal union that exists between 

us, and it is therefore rightly compared to the chuppah, the canopy under which a marriage 

takes place.  God knows that after the trauma of Yom Kippur our minds are still swirling.   

Ordinarily the relationship between us and God ought to be over - at least, it would be if it 
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were a relationship between a human husband and his wife. Our spiritual adultery ought to 

have damaged the trust that is vital to every healthy relationship. On Yom Kippur we confess 

to our adulteries and plead with our husband for His forgiveness.  Is our relationship forever 

damaged beyond repair? Can there ever be the same intimacy as there was before our sin?  

Will God cast us aside? Will He divorce us? After Yom Kippur we can feel afraid and unsure in 

our relationship with God because we imagine Him to be just like an imperfect human being.  

But Sukkot is God’s response to all these fears because, in that it consciously evokes the 

memory of the exodus and the chuppah under which loving couples make their vows and 

celebrate their love, it reminds us that, in spite of our provocations, our Heavenly husband 

remains ever loving, peaceful, patient, kind, good and faithful toward us. Indeed, it is for 

precisely this reason that the sukkah, being this symbol of God’s unbreakable love and desire 

for us His bride, is frequently used in Scripture to reassure Israel after our having being 

chastised for our sins, much as we have been on Yom Kippur. For as we read in Yeshayahu 

4:4-6, “When Adonai washes away the filth of the women of Tziyon and cleanses 

Yerushalayim from the blood shed in it with a blast of searing judgment, ADONAI will create 

over the whole site of Mount Tziyon and over those who assemble there a smoking cloud by 

day and a shining, flaming fire by night; for the Glory will be over everything like a hupah. A 

sukkah will give shade by day from the heat; it will also provide refuge and cover from storm 

and rain.” Notice here the conspicuous conjunction of the chuppah and sukkah as God 

promises His people that after they have repented of their sins His presence will once again 

alight upon them - that, like a newly-wed husband, He will take us to, His bride, His chamber.  

Indeed, as the Jewish Encyclopedia informs us, in ancient times the chuppah was not, as it is 

today, merely a temporary shelter constructed for the wedding rite, but was a bed-chamber 

in which the marriage was actually consummated.  “Originally,” it says, “the ḥuppah was the 

chamber in which the bride awaited the groom for the marital union; hence the Biblical 

statement that the sun comes out of his tabernacle in the morning "as a bridegroom cometh 

out of his chamber [ḥuppah]"  [presumably that is, with a big smile on his face!!] (Ps. xix. 6). 

The bridal procession—a festal affair in which the whole town participated—culminated in 

the ushering into the ḥuppah of the bride and bridegroom, this act signifying the actual 

surrender of the daughter by her father to the man who was henceforth to be her lord as well 

as her husband (Tobit viii. 4; Ḳid. 5a; Yer. Ket. iv. 7, 28d; Maimonides, "Yad," Ishut, x. 1-2). 

Before entering the ḥuppah the bridegroom had to recite the seven nuptial benedictions 

(Tobit viii. 5; Ket.7b; "Yad," l.c. 4; Shulḥan 'Aruk, Eben ha-'Ezer, 34, 1). Outside the ḥuppah (in 

former times inside) the groomsmen and bridesmaids stood as guards awaiting the good 

tidings that the union had been happily consummated with reference to Deut. xxii. 17 [that is, 

there had to be proof of the bride’s virginity], while the people indulged in dancing, singing, 

and especially in praises of the bride (comp. John iii. 29; Matt. xxv. 1-13). The bride had to 

remain in the ḥuppah for seven days, as long as the wedding festivities lasted (Judges xiv. 15); 

hence the name of these festivities, "the seven days of her" or "of the ḥuppah" (Pesiḳ. 149b).” 

Since Chag Sukkot symbolises God’s taking His chastened, cleansed people as His bride, it is 

no coincidence that this festival also lasts for seven days.   
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Sukkot is therefore the means by which our relationship with God is renewed and restored. It 

is the means by which He comforts us after all the traumas of Yom Kippur, and reassures us 

that for all our undoubted unfaithfulness to Him, He, for His part, will never leave us nor 

forsake us. No, though we might have been unfaithful toward Him, as Rabbi Shaul reminds 

us, God will never break His covenant with Israel His people. We should meditate on all this 

as we sit in our Sukkot this week. In the intimacy of our sukkot may we sense the loving, 

joyful, peaceful, patient, kind, good, faithful, humble and self controlled presence of our 

Heavenly husband. May we feel His arms around us once again. May we be filled with His 

Spirit, and may His perfect love cast out all our insecurities and fears, eroding away all the 

negative human preconceptions of our Heavenly father so that we can appreciate Him with 

fresh new eyes and love him in return with an open, unconstrained heart. For “Like an apple 

tree among the other trees in the forest is my darling among the other men. I love to sit in his 

shadow; his fruit is sweet to my taste. He brings me to the banquet hall; his banner over me is 

love.” (Song 2:3–4). “The man I love is radiant and ruddy; he stands out among ten thousand. 

His head is like the finest gold; his locks are wavy and black as a raven. His eyes are like doves 

by running streams, bathed in milk and set just right. His cheeks are like beds of spices, like 

banks of fragrant herbs. His lips are like lilies dripping with sweet myrrh. His arms are rods of 

gold set with beryl, his body polished ivory adorned with sapphires. His legs are like pillars of 

marble set on bases of pure gold. His appearance is like the L’vanon, as imposing as the 

cedars. His words are sweetness itself; he is altogether desirable. This is my darling, and this is 

my friend, daughters of Yerushalayim.” (Song 5:10–16 CJB) 

 


