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Yom Teruah - STOP; Yom Kippur - REPENT; Sukkot - REJOICE 

Here we are, the final parashat before Rosh Hashanah.  Our congregation is called Teshuvah. 

This literally means “return”; in English, “repentance” - not just physically turning, but a 

spiritual turn.  As Rabbi Resnik points out, in his text “Creation to Completion”, Moses 

describes this teshuvah (return) ten times in the verses we read in our parashat; Deut. 30:1-10. 

“And it shall come to pass when all these things come upon you.....and you shall RETURN 

your heart......and RETURN to Adonai and heed His voice....that Adonai will RETURN your 

captivity....and RETURN and gather you from all the nations where God has scattered 

you....And you shall RETURN and heed the voice of Adonai....and Adonai will RETURN to 

rejoicing over you....if you RETURN to Adonai your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul.” Nitzavim means “standing”.  Given the wilfulness of the Israelites in their wilderness 

sojourn, it is, indeed, amazing that God has allowed them to remain standing, ready to move 

from the Moabite plains and on to the Promised Land. Our tradition rightly emphasises the 

centrality of repentance, especially during the coming High Holy Days.  

 

Moses is nearing the end of his life’s career, and it must have been a very dramatic scene as 

he addressed his charges on the Moabite plains. He certainly left them with no doubt as to 

the need to be obedient to the Lord of nations, especially of Israel.  His elected people had 

need to be a holy people. As the final verses of chapter 30 say; “I call upon heaven and earth 

to witness against you today that I have presented you with life and death, the blessing and 

the curse.  Therefore chose life, so that you will live, you and your descendants, loving Adonai 

your God, paying attention to what He says and clinging to Him - for that is the purpose of 

your life!”...and, then, the ominous bit...”On this depends the length of time you will live in the 

land Adonai swore He would give to your ancestors Avraham, Yitz’chak and Ya’akov.” Moses’ 

name stands for Law.  Even so, he was deprives of a visit to the Promised Land.  You see, the 

Law does not make for perfect when meeting with the Lord, even for Moses.  As Hebrews 

7:19 puts it, “Thus, on the one hand, the earlier rule is set aside because of its weakness and 
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inefficacy (for Torah did not bring anything to the goal); and, on the other hand, a hope of 

something better is introduced, through which we are drawing near to God.”  That something 

better is Yeshua.  He gives the total victory. 

Fascinatingly, Moses himself foresaw the coming of “something better” in divine revelation, in 

the future, in this Torah portion.  He talks of what will become the Diaspora, that is, the 

scattering of God’s people, to be followed by a “bringing back.”   He talks of this at a time in 

history when the People had not even crossed over east of Jordan, led by Joshua! These 

prophetic words, of a scattering and a return to Israel give no assurance that it would not, in 

the distant future, happen again.  But Moses goes on to talk of another prophetic 

development. Chapter 30:6-8 says, “Then Adonai your God will circumcise your hearts and 

the hearts of your children, so that you will love the Lord Your God with all your heart and all 

your being, and thus you will live.”  However, it won’t happen if you do not return and repent, 

with heart, soul, mind and might.  A spiritual turning.  And so it is today, with nations and 

with we individuals. Just as physical hands remove the physical foreskin, so God removes the 

spiritual blockage to the heart.  We return to God; God returns to us.  

 

Jeremiah expands this thought by declaring in his chapter 31, “Behold, the days come, saith 

the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of 

Judah: not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took 

them by the hand  to bring them out of the land of Egypt..............I will put My law in their 

inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be My people.” 

Ezekiel, in his chapter 36, also emphasises this, “I will give you a new heart and put a new 

spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.”  

All this is to take place in the lifetime of Yeshua.  And, there you have it - the Sinaitic 

Covenant, the Moabitic Covenant, and the New Covenant.  Through Yeshua there comes a 

new birth, “I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”  As Paul 

declared, “If any man be in Messiah, he is a new creature: old things have passed away; 

behold, all things are become new.” 
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There was a neat illustration in “Daily Bread” in May.  Kintsugi is a centuries-old Japanese art 

of mending broken pottery.  Gold dust is mixed with resin in the repair.  Instead of trying to 

hide the repair, the fixing makes something beautiful out of the breaks and cracks. So it is 

with our brokenness, when we are truly sorry for a sin we have committed.  The article recalls 

that David, after the tragedy of the Bathsheba incident, said to God, in Ps.51. “You do not 

delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  My 

sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise.”  

To make us love the Lord with all our heart and soul is a miracle of grace which only the Holy 

Spirit can work.  We must look to Him for this and never be satisfied with anything short of it. 

The circumcision is not of the flesh but of the Spirit. We must see to it that we trust in no 

outward ritual but are sealed in heart by the operation of the Holy Spiri within us. There is an  

old hymn with the lines, “My sins, my sins, my Saviour, How sais ON THEE they fall.” True 

conviction of sin is a rare thing.  Yeshua said that when Holy Spirit came He would convict of 

sin, and when Holy Spirit rouses a person’s conscience and brings Him before God, it is not 

his relationship with people that bothers him, but his/her relationship with God - “against 

Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done evil in Thy sight.”  SIN, FORGIVENESS, HOLINESS - 

so interwoven are they, that it is only the forgiven person who is the holy person; he proves 

he is forgiven by being opposite to what he was, by God’s grace.   

True repentance always brings you to this point: “I have sinned.”  Anything less is but remorse 

for having made blunders, the reflex action of disgust at ourselves. 

 

Let me end by quoting Oswald Chambers, “The entrance into the Kingdom is through the 

panging pains of repentance crashing into a man’s respectable goodness; then Holy Spirit, 

Who produces these agonies, begins the formation of the Son of God in the life.... The 

bedrock of our Faith is repentance.....The old Puritans used to pray for the “gift of tears”.  If 

ever you cease to know the virtue of repentance, you are in darkness.  Examine yourself and 

see if you have forgotten to say sorry.” The miracle of Redemption is that God turns me, the 
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unholy one, into the standard of Himself, the Holy One, by putting into me a new disposition, 

the disposition of Yeshua.  Can these dry old bones of mine live? By the grace of Yeshua’s 

sacrifice, the answer is assuredly, “yes.” 

 


