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It is an interesting and little known fact that the Book of Devarim which we are currently 

studying is the first of the five books of Moshe to specifically command love toward God.  

Certainly, the previous four books emphasise reverence for God, literally the fear of Hashem, 

but, surprisingly, it is not until this, Moshe's final discourse, that the Hebrew word for 'love' 

(ahavah) is commanded to us in relation to the Divine.  And yet, while this may be a curious 

fact the reality is that the omission of the word 'ahavah' in relation to the God in the previous 

four books actually changes very little. And that is because the concept of revering or fearing 

Hashem as it is expounded from Bresheet to Bmidbar is identical to that of loving God. It is 

thus that we find the words love and fear, or love and obedience, and many other similar 

words used interchangeably in Devarim as a whole and in particular in our portion this 

morning.  “So now, Isra’el,” Moshe preaches in Devarim chapter 10, “all that ADONAI your 

God asks from you is to fear ADONAI your God, follow all his ways, love him and serve 

ADONAI your God with all your heart and all your being; to obey, for your own good, the 

mitzvot and regulations of ADONAI which I am giving you today.” Again, in chapter 10 Moshe 

says, “You are to fear ADONAI your God, serve him, cling to him and swear by his name. He 

is your praise, and he is your God, who has done for you these great and awesome things, 

which you have seen with your own eyes. Your ancestors went down into Egypt with only 

seventy people, but now ADONAI your God has made your numbers as many as the stars in 

the sky! Therefore, you are to love ADONAI your God and always obey his commission, 

regulations, rulings and mitzvot.” In Devarim 11:13-14, moreover, we read, “So if you listen 

carefully to my mitzvot which I am giving you today, to love ADONAI your God and serve him 

with all your heart and all your being; then, (says ADONAI,)‘I will give your land its rain at the 

right seasons, including the early fall rains and the late spring rains; so that you can gather in 

your wheat, new wine and olive oil.” 

 

It is important to note that these passages are full of Hebrew poetry, otherwise known as 

parallelism. In Hebrew poetry two or more statements parallel each other so that the different 

words used become equivalent to one another. English readers tend to focus upon the words 

and think that a separate statement is being made precisely because different words are 

being used when the purpose of the parallelism is exactly the opposite. Take Tehillim 24:3, for 

example, “Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place?” Here, 

though different words are used, the two lines are entirely parallel to each other. The word 

‘ascend’ in the first stanza is entirely equivalent to “stand” in the second. Similarly the words 

“hill of the Lord” are equivalent to “his holy place.” Another example is provided by Tehillim 

1:5 which states, “Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 

assembly of the righteous.” Here “wicked” are the same as “sinners” and “the judgement” is 

the same as “the assembly of the righteous”. Tehillim 103:13 also states, “As a father has 

compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him.” Thus the 

phrase “his children” is equivalent to “those who fear him”. So too in our parashah we read 

multiple statements which are in fact equivalent to one another. Let’s take it apart phrase by 

phrase: “So now, Israel, all that Adonai your God asks from you is to fear Adonai your God, 
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follow all his ways, love him and serve Adonai your God will all your heart and all your being; 

to obey, for your own good, the mitzvot and regulation of Adonai which I an giving you 

today.” Here “Adonai” and “God” are equivalent, for the “Adonai” is “God” and “God” is 

“Adonai”. These words refer to the same person, i.e. the deity. Then we find the phrase 

“follow all his ways”, “love him” and “serve”. To many modern ears these phrases may not 

sound as if they are linked. But in Hebrew parallelism the purpose is not to say three different 

things but one. Modern ears, particularly perhaps those from a Charismatic Christian 

background where emotion in worship is emphasised as the height of devotion, hear the 

word “love” and consider it somewhat superior to the other two. In modern society love is 

usually defined as a powerful emotion. I can hear strains of Joe Cocker and Jennifer Warnes: 

“love lifts us up where we belong, where the eagles cry on a mountain high… far from the 

world below, up where the clear winds blow”. Contemporary culture contrasts the modern 

idea of marrying for love in a positive light compared to marriages for the sake of status, 

money or other considerations of earlier times. Provoked by the romantic passion of his 

daughter and her lover, Tevye, in Fiddler on the Roof, thus asks his wife, “Golde, do you love 

me?” Golde doesn’t quite understand the question because for her love is defined, in a very 

old fashioned way, by her life of comnmitment and service to her husband: “I’m your wife!” 

she says, as if that should be self-explanatory enough. But then when pressed further she 

explains, “For twenty-five years I’ve washed your clothes, cooked your meals, cleaned your 

house, given you children, milked your cow…” When pressed even further Golde says, “For 25 

years I’ve lived him. Fought with him, starved with him. 25 years my bed is his. If that’s not 

love, what is?” This discourse about love is revealing in that it illustrates the evolution of the 

meaning of the word ‘love’ that began to take place in the early twentieth century. Tevye and 

his wife represent the old world of love defined as loyalty and service to one another; on the 

other hand, their daughter and her prospective son-in-law represent the new, modern age of 

love defined as romantic passion. Romantic passion can be awesome. It’s that feeling that 

often takes us completely by surprise. According to Dr  Theresa E DiDonato of Psychology 

Today, “Romantic passion encompasses that powerful inclination you might have to be close 

to a loved one, the strong attraction to, infatuation with, and desire to be with him or her. It is 

the force that compels you to be near your partner and the motivational pull responsible for 

the feeling of missing that comes from being away from him or her. Passion includes sexual 

desire, but it’s more than that. Accordingly to Sternberg (1986), passion involves a longing for 

someone, which can be inclusive of sexual desire, but can also describe the emotions 

involved in the powerful connection between a parent and a child.” But, she asks, is romantic 

passion necessary for a healthy relationship? After examining the evidence the good doctor 

concludes that “The passion experienced in any one relationship differs from that 

experienced by other couples, and even within a couple, passion tends to ebb and flow over 

the course the relationship. The… evidence suggests that passion is important in predicting 

relationship success, but that it’s not the only predictor. Love, intimacy, and commitment are 

just as, if not more, important to relationship well-being.” And yet, many moderns would 

insist that romantic passion is the primary component in a relationship. No wonder then that 

so many people today conclude that a relationship is doomed as soon as the chemically 
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induced high of their romantic passion begins to die down. The same can be said of many 

religions today too where, drawing from the secular sphere, a parallel romantic passion for 

God is believed to be the most important litmus test of the level of one’s faith. No wonder 

then that what often goes for much contemporary worship parallels the emotionally charged 

love songs that frequent the charts - just substitute the love for man or woman with Yeshua 

and before you know it “Yeshua is my boyfriend”. And yet such a modern view of love is 

fundamentally alien to the Bible. It’s not that romantic passion was unknown to the ancients - 

just read Shir HaShirim for proof of that - it’s  just that it did not fundamentally define the 

meaning of the word ‘love’ as it does for us today. Thus when Moshe demands that we “fear 

ADONAI your God, follow all his ways, love him and serve ADONAI your God with all your 

heart and all your being; to obey, for your own good, the mitzvot and regulations of ADONAI 

which I am giving you today” what he is not doing is commanding that we feel romantically 

involved with God. The Hebrew poetry of the passage makes it clear that the love for God, 

which is commanded in the passage, is not romantic or feeling based at all, but is to be 

understood as the ancients understood it, in terms of loyalty and commitment to keeping the 

Torah. Thus to fear, to follow, to serve, and to obey the commandments is by definition to 

love God with all your heart and being. Believe it or not the strength of your faith and the 

depth of your love for God should not be conflated with how you feel about Him at any 

given moment. And yet, so many good people struggle under an unnecessary weight of guilt 

because they’ve been led to believe that lack of emotion or romantic passion means that 

their faith is somehow lacking, or that they might even have lost their faith! Many people thus 

try to force themselves to feel something when they’re in a worship meeting because it’s the 

only way that they can reassure themselves that their faith is still real and alive. Let’s be clear, 

abusing oneself in this way doesn’t make for a healthy psyche and is contrary to the 

commandments. 

 

In fact, as we have heard, the simple act of observing the commandments is the kind of love 

that God requires from us. As we read in Devarim 19:9, “keep and observe all these mitzvot I 

am giving you today, loving ADONAI your God and always following his ways.” Devarim 30:16 

likewise says: “I am ordering you today to love ADONAI your God, to follow his ways, and to 

obey his mitzvot, regulations and rulings.”  Indeed, Yeshua perfectly summed up the Torah’s 

perspective on love when he said, ““If you love me, you will keep my commands... If someone 

loves me, he will keep my word; and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and 

make our home with him. Someone who doesn’t love me doesn’t keep my words―and the 

word you are hearing is not my own but that of the Father who sent me.... If you keep my 

commands, you will stay in my love―just as I have kept my Father’s commands and stay in 

his love.” (Yoch 14:15, 23-24, 15:10). To this effect, moreover, when Yeshua warned of the 

troubles which believers will experience in the acharit hayamim he also said, “many people’s 

love will grow cold because of increased distance from Torah.” (Mt 24:12). For his part the 

shaliach Yochanan said: “Here is how we know that we love God’s children: when we love 

God, we also do what he commands.” (1Yoch 5:2). “Moreover,” he added, “love is this: that we 

should live according to his commands. This is the command, as you people have heard from 
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the beginning; live by it!” (2Yoch 1:6).  See how the view of Mashiach and his shlichim 

perfectly mirrors that of the Torah! In fact how anyone could misconstrue the message of the 

Messianic Writings in this respect beggars belief. Sad to say, I’ve heard many people say that 

the so-called New Testament preaches love while the so-called Old Testament preaches a 

loveless legalism. What a canard! The truth is that the teachings of the Messianic Writings are 

in seamless continuity with that of the Torah. With this in mind we should understand the 

intent of the shaliach Yaakov when he declared to Rav Shaul, “You see, brother, how many 

tens of thousands of believers there are among the Judeans, and they are all zealots for the 

Torah.” Christians often express surprise at this statement, as if Yaakov ought to have 

understood, as they do, just how retrograde the Torah is. And yet, Yaakov’s evident delight at 

the Torah observance in the Judean Messianic community shines through. This is not 

something of which he is ashamed or apologetic, but, to the contrary, is something to be 

shouted from the rooftops! And that’s because in the language of the Scriptures and of 

ancient Judaism, Torah observance was understood to be an act of the deepest love for God.   

 

In short, the Bible’s perspective on love is that actions speak louder than words! Indeed, I 

believe that God is less interested in how your feel about Him at any given moment than He 

is about whether you are doing what He says and actually loving your neighbour as yourself. 

Surely a cup of water given to someone who is thirsty outweighs a million protestations of 

love for God on Facebook; and a loaf of bead given to someone who is hungry outweighs a 

million declarations of love for God on Instagram or Twitter. In fact Yeshua told a parable to 

prove exactly this point. ”Give me your opinion,” he said to the head cohanim in the temple, 

“a man had two sons. He went to the first and said, `Son, go and work today in the vineyard.' 

He answered, `I don't want to'; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to 

his other son and said the same thing. This one answered, `I will, sir'; but he didn't go. Which 

of the two did what his father wanted?" "The first," they replied. "That's right!" Yeshua said to 

them. "I tell you that the tax-collectors and prostitutes are going into the Kingdom of God 

ahead of you!” According to the parable it is not the religious people who make an emotional 

show of loving God and who outwardly look righteous that are loving God but the people 

who, regardless of how they feel, do what God wants. These are the people of whom God 

approves - those who keep the Torah with justice, mercy and compassion and - baruch 

HaShem, heaven will be full of them! It’s going to be great place to be! As Yaakov 3:13 asks, 

“Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him demonstrate it by his good way of life, 

by actions done in the humility that grows out of wisdom.” 

 


