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My text this morning is Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth.” Later on, in verse 38, Genesis says: “God saw everything that He had made, and it was 

very good.”  I have a special affinity to Genesis Chapter One.  It contains the very essence of 

conservation and bio-diversity.  I began environmental work some fifty years ago, with the 

Wildlife Trust and the God's Acre Movement.  For many years, I taught Environmental Science 

and that involved countless field-work expeditions in various parts of the UK, with youngsters 

of all ages. You could say that God's Creation is in my blood and it has certainly been my 

main ministry in His service.  Being brought up right by East Norfolk's coastal marshland and 

the Broads was a fine start. 

 

Francis Schaeffer, in his book “Pollution and the Death of Man”, says that Charles Darwin near 

the end of his life found that two things had become dull to him: his joy in the arts and his joy 

in nature.  How sad that this great naturalist lost enthusiasm for that very thing that had been 

his life's work.  It is my sincere conviction that we live and breathe in a world that shouts the 

reality of God from every piece of nature, large and small. 

 

Creation is God's 'Other Book”.  We have His revelation in Scripture, His written Word.  But 

we also have His revelation given to all people in His Creation.  A study of Creation, from the 

smallest of insects to the galaxies so vast in number that we can scarce take it all in, should 

make us gasp in awe and humility, and give Him, the Great Maker, all due praise and worship. 

 

Jewish folk have a habit of pronouncing a blessing even on the smallest of things.  They are 

aware that our God is the great Creator, and so we say on Friday evening: “Barukh atah 

Adonai, melekh ha'olam, borey peri hagafen (Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of the 

universe, who creates the fruit of the vine).  But, you know, so many believers are more 

interested in the gloom and doom of the end-times and the deteriorating state of society 

than in praising God's role as the Creator of our world.   

 

The naturalist Dean Ohlman rightly observes that, and I quote, “most of us today do not 

directly till the soil to obtain our food – someone else does that.  But we need to remember 

that every pound we spend on food indirectly puts the plough to the soil, applies agricultural 

chemicals, harvests produce from living plants, and turns ignition keys on motorised vehicles 

to get that food for us.  The same is true for our clothing, our shelter, and our necessities, (let 

alone our endless wants).  The old-time farmer daily faced the reality that if he did not care 

for his land properly he threatened his own life and of all those depending on his wise 

stewardship.”  How true this is today, when we see individuals, companies, and, indeed, whole 

nations  putting profit before environment. Some forecast that the sixth and greatest global-

meltdown, will be environmental. 

HOWEVER - let us be positive. 
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One of my favourite daily reads is the book edited by David Rudolph, “The Voice of the Lord.”  

One daily portion of his hits the nail on the head: “Don't get stuck recounting only the world's 

ills and the devil's plans.  Look around you!  Look at the magnificent sky which our King set in 

place.  Look at the trees whose branches reach to the heavens in the posture of prayer and 

praise.  Gaze into the faces of children and read the stories of bunny-love in their eyes.  Call 

to mind the magnificent people in your congregation – all different, all gifted, all amazing 

human beings.”  

 

Well, he may have gilded the lily rather, with regard to our congregational abilities, but you 

take his point. He goes on to say: “Today, as you check off the many activities listed on your 

to-do list, look around....just look around.  See God' majesty in what He has made, and be 

glad.”   

 

Many of God's people are too busy to pause and 'take-in' God's munificence, even when on 

holiday.  They just don't see an amazing sunset over the North Norfolk marshes, or the 

massed wheeling and swooping of thousands of starlings just prior to the evening's roost.  

The bonus of it is that one doesn't need to become a globe-trotter to be astonished and 

joyful at God's Creation.  Just take a walk in an English wood at snowdrop or bluebell time, or 

walk a footpath ramble at any season, or simply watch the variety of birds coming and going 

on the garden's feeders.   

 

  In 1885, the Swede, Carl Boberg, wrote a mood poem dedicated to God's Creation. The 

inspiration came when he was walking home from church near Kronoback, Sweden,  A 

sudden storm caught his attention, and then just as suddenly as it had made its appearance, 

it subsided to a peaceful calm.  As Boberg himself said “It was that time of year when 

everything seemed to be at its richest colouring; the birds were singing in trees and 

everywhere.”   

 

Commentator J. Irving Erickson wrote: “A thundercloud appeared on the horizon, and soon 

lightning flashed across the sky.  Strong winds swept across the meadows and the billowing 

fields of grain. The thunder pealed in loud claps.  Then rain came in cool fresh showers.  In a 

little while the storm was over, and a rainbow appeared.  Arriving home, Boberg opened his 

window ands saw the Bay of Monsteras like a mirror before him.....From the woods on the 

other side of the bay, he heard the song of a thrush....the church bells were tolling in the 

quiet evening. Thus it was a series of sights, sounds, and experiences that inspired him to 

write his poem.”  

 

Later, Stuart Hine translated Boberg's  poem into English and set it to music.  Let us now sing 

this magnificent poem-song, 'O Lord, My God”; expressing joyful praise. 

 

On your hand-out you will find a creation-song written by Isaac Watts - “The Mighty Power 

of God'.  It is well worth reading for it encapsulates a wonderful awareness of God's Creation.  
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Then, this evening, listen to it on You-tube, as a piece of homework!  I recommend the 

version  by The Ball Brothers; they have a touch of the Four Freshmen, if you know who they 

were. 

 

That's enough for now.  Suffice to say that Creation reflects the wisdom and power of the 

Almighty.  It holds marvels and secrets, as anyone who watches Autumn-watch or Chris 

Packham's  excellent documentaries will tell you. The natural world declares to us all, 

wherever we are, the glory of the Creator God. Let's try not to forget that, next time we are 

out and about. 


