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What is the meaning of 'sanctification'?  The ending -'fication' occurs in many English words.  

It always indicates an active process of doing or making something.  For instance, 

'clarification' means 'making clear'; 'rectification' means 'putting right'; 'purification' means 

'making pure'.  The first part of the word 'sanctification' is connected to the word 'saint' – it is 

just another way of writing the same word.  “Saint', in its turn, is simply another way of 

translating the word which is more usually translated 'holy'.  In conclusion, the simple, literal, 

meaning of 'sanctification' is 'making saintly', or 'making holy'.   Bearing in mind the meaning 

of 'sanctification', let us turn to this morning's parashat, where Leviticus 24:10-23 caused me 

to pause awhile. 

 

In these verses, the reporting of an extraordinary event interrupts the giving of God's laws.  

The unforeseen happening caused swift divine intervention.  Take a couple of minutes to 

read chapter 24, verses 10 to 16.  We see that this son of an Egyptian father & Israelite mother 

got in to a 'punch-up', during the course of which he not only uttered the divine Name of 

God but also cursed Him – very dodgy indeed.  What the scrap was all about, we know not.  

Maybe it had racial overtones.  Even so, the crime was a flagrant one, rather reminiscent, if 

different contextually, to the crime of Nadar & Abihu, when they lit strange fire at the altar.  

This man was guilty of blaspheming the sacred Name by his cursing of Him, the indwelling 

deity.   

 

Initially, I was puzzled, for the blasphemer is but half-Israelite, whose father was Egyptian.  

However, verse 16 gives God's decision that both Israelite citizens and resident aliens were 

equally culpable in the matter of blaspheming the Name.  Cursing went further than 

pronouncing the Name, maybe sneering at the Name and swearing in a foul-mouthed way 

or, maybe, wishing 'such-and such' would befall the God of Israel.  In our readings, we find 

that in Holiness Legislation this is sacrilege par excellence. Consider Exodus 22:27: You are not 

to curse God and you are not to curse a leader of your people. As we have read, the 

blasphemer is held until Moses receives instruction from God – probably by means of the 

urim and thummim held in a pouch on Aaron's breastplate, placed over the heart.  Anyway, 

the Lord gave his instruction and the unfortunate wretch was led out of the camp.  No doubt 

the 'laying on of hands' on the blasphemer transferred the guilt the listeners had incurred by 

their hearing the cursing of the Name.  Pelting the man with stones rid both the guilt and the 

horror of it all.   

 

God's legal decision is now put into the code of laws for the community – both Israelites and 

foreign residents.  A short collection of laws of fairness and justice follow, to be observed 

throughout the land, for both Israelite and resident alien.  The disturbing incident ends in 

verse 23: So Moses spoke to the people of Israel, and they took the man who had cursed 

outside the camp and stoned him to death.  Thus the people of Israel did as Adonai had 

ordered Moses.   
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So, again, why does the Torah consider this a crime worthy of death?  Israel is to be a witness 

to the holy Name of Adonai.  Blasphemy undermines this mission and greatly reduces Israel's 

influence on the nations round about.  Judaism teaches that cardinal sins should be avoided – 

idolatry, murder, blasphemy, incest, et al – they disgrace the name of God.  To avoid them 

one must even be willing to give up one's life.  Such a death is Kiddush HaShem, 

sanctification of the Name.  History is full of such a willingness on the part of Believers.  It 

goes on still, sadly, in parts of the world today.  Generally, however, it is the living who have 

the task of sanctifying the  Name, that is, to stay faithful to God, often in the face of difficulty, 

opposition, ridicule, defeat; in places where unbelief and evil abound.  Thus we see that the 

opposite to the crime of blaspheming or disgracing the Name in public is the sanctification of 

the Name in public, because it testifies faith in a holy God. 

 

As so many have observed, the prime example of sanctification of the Name is to be found  

in Job.  You will recall that Job, after losing everything he held dear, his children, his wealth, 

and his health, his wife advises him to “Curse God and die!”  There is interesting contrast 

here.  Apparently, the son of the father of an Egyptian & Israelite mother cursed God for little 

more than a good scrap. Admittedly in the heat of the moment.  Job, however, has far more 

reason to turn against God.  Instead, he rounds on his wife in Job 2:9-10: Thou speakest as 

one of the foolish women speaketh.  What? Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall 

we not receive evil?  In all this did not Job sin with his lips.  In all his troubles Job did not sin 

with his lips.  He sanctified the Name of God by remaining faithful unto Him in his afflictions.  

It must be added that Job not only remained faithful but did it through suffering horrors he 

did not deserve and could not explain.  Additionally, during his sufferings he was given no 

idea by God of the future restoration of the good things in life. Job sanctified the Name by 

pure faith alone, not for material gain. He knew that God is worthy of his trust, even in 

suffering. 

 

In practical terms what does sanctification of the Name mean to us today?  Do we make the 

honour of God the great object of our lives and the ruler of our conduct.  The Lord says, in 1 

Samuel 2:30, concerning Eli and his sons' poor behaviour in the priestly office: Them that 

honour me I will honour.  Eli had not honoured the Lord by ruling his household well, and his 

sons had not honoured the Name by behaviour worthy of their sacred office.  Therefore, the 

Lord did not honour them. He took the high priesthood out of their family and made young 

Samuel to be the leader. God may allow the wicked to win worldly honours but the dignity 

which    He Himself gives, even glory, honour, and immortality, He reserves for those who by 

holy obedience take care to sanctify Him. 

 

What can I do this very day to�sanctify/honour the Lord?  I can promote His glory by actions 

based on my obedience to His Word, writ large in Scripture.   We ought sit down more often 

during the whirl of a busy day to think how we can honour Him with what we are about at 
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that very moment.  1 Thessalonians 5:18 puts it thus: Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 

God's will for you in Yeshua.  We all say, “Yes, of course, we thank God in all things.”  But the 

half-hearted way in which we often say it is contradicted by grumbling whenever anything 

upsets us or our routine.  It is so easy for us to honour the Lord with our words but so often 

our actions reveal that our hearts don't quite trust Him.  It takes disciplined action to sanctify 

the Name above all Names in all that we do.  In that discipline we must help each other. 

 

As Rabbi Resnik puts it in one of his texts: Sanctification of the Name sometimes requires that 

we abandon our rights, advancement, and convenience, to simply remain faithful to God and 

His Word.  Despite all our expectations, such sacrifice may bring no visible reward.  

Suffering/honouring the name cannot always be explained, but it may speak to others, as 

nothing else can, of the reality of our God.  1 Peter 2:12 says: Live such good lives among the 

pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and 

glorify God on the day He visits us. 

 

I end with my favourite commentator, Oswald Chambers.  No way can I better his words: 

Faith is not a pathetic sentiment, but a robust vigorous confidence built on the fact that God is 

holy love.  You cannot see Him just now, You cannot understand what He is doing, but you 

know Him.  Shipwreck occurs where there is no mental poise which comes from being 

established in the eternal truth that God is eternal love. Faith is the heroic effort of your life; you 

fling yourself in confidence on God.  God has ventured all in Yeshua to save us, now He wants 

our all in abandoned confidence in Him.  There are spots where that faith has not worked in us 

as yet, places untouched by the life of Holy Spirit.  There were none of these spots in Yeshua's 

life, and there are to be none in ours.  “This is life eternal, that they might know Thee,” says 

scripture.  The real meaning of eternal life is a life that can face anything it has to face without 

wavering. If we take this view, life becomes one great romance, a glorious opportunity for 

seeing marvellous things all the time.  God is disciplining us to get into this central place of 

power and freedom, by the sanctification of His Name.    

 


