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One Torah sentence is a comforting and edifying study in the Bible. The merest glance is 

enough to fill the desponding heart with fresh courage and a gladness.  Exodus 33:14 reads: 

“My presence shall go with thee, and I will give you rest.”  Note, not just any old presence, but 

as the emphasis on “My” has it, the Divine Presence – a Divine pronoun!  In Exodus 32, Moses 

had just experienced the Israelite rebellion focusing itself upon the golden calf, and the 

attendant wrath of God.  Moses saw the impossibility of going forward happily or 

successfully, if unaccompanied by the presence of God.  As he pleaded, not for himself, but 

for the rebellious, idolatrous Israelites, the Lord finally said: “My Presence shall go with you.”   

 

Is this not a marker for us on the threshold of each day? We need His guiding presence so as 

to rest from all undue anxieties.  We need the Divine Presence so as to have rest from sorrow 

if called upon to pass through a trial in life.  At the personal, individual level, His Presence is 

what I need, and His Presence is what I have, for if I yield myself up fully to His claims, He will 

speak to me as clearly as He did to Moses: “My Presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee 

rest.” It is a precious promise!  As that great preacher, Charles Spurgeon, put it: “Rest! Thrice 

blessed word. Can it ever be enjoyed by mortals? Yes, there is the promise, and by faith we 

plead it.  Rest comes from the Comforter, from the Peace of Peace, and from the glorious 

Father who rested on the seventh day from all His works.  To be with God is to rest in the most 

emphatic sense.” 

 

What of this golden calf business?  Exodus 32 is one of the outstanding chapters in the 

history of Israel.  Just a mere six weeks had passed since all Israel said, ”All that the Lord hath 

said we will do and be obedient”, and Moses left them, in response to the call of God.  Aaron 

and his sons were with the Israelites in the camp at the foot of Mount Sinai, as well as the 

seventy elders of Israel who had seen Moses ascend the mountain.  So, it is not true to say 

that Moses had just disappeared.  He went up to the call of God.  Indeed, before departing, 

he temporarily handed over the leadership to Aaron, his brother, and to Hur.  It made sense 

for the people to go to their temporary leadership to express their anxieties and uncertainties 

concerning the future. But this they did not do.  Instead, on reading the chapter, it seems the 

people were entirely uncaring as to the fate of the leader, Moses.  This is evident from the 

opening words of Exodus 32: “When the people saw that Moshe was taking a long time to 

come down the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Get busy; and make 

us gods to go ahead of us; because this Moses, the man that brought us up from the land of 

Egypt – we don't know what has become of him.”” The people gathered to make their demand 

by force. 

 

There you have it!  Only six weeks before, the people of God heard the voice of God speaking 

to them: “I am the Lord, thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of bondage.  Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  Thou shalt mot make unto thee 

any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 

beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them nor 
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serve them.”  How, one asks, can a god which is the product of human hands go before the 

people, given what they had heard and agreed but six weeks before? 

 

Here is the crux of the matter.  It is one that is played out to this day, by all we in faith, if we 

are not ever alert to the dangers.  The golden calf was a crude attempt to cancel out the very 

foundation of God's relationship to His nation, Israel.  The people lost no time in swapping 

the glorious, miraculous, self-revelation of God in their lives for a crude idolatry, for a vulgar 

perversion.  The miraculous and divine event of the Exodus was turned into a random, by-

chance, human happening.   

Many believers argue that 'man' tends to want to listen to the voice of the Evil One rather 

than offer obedience to God's Word.  We recall that as soon as God set 'man' in the Garden 

of Eden, along came the Evil One to tempt and probe man's weakness. He is still at it today, 

in all our lives.  And so it was, long ago, on the plains beneath Mount Sinai, that Aaron 

announced to the incited crowd, “These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the 

land of Egypt.” 

 

Two popular Egyptian gods, Hapi and Hathor, were thought of as a bull and a heifer.  The 

Canaanites around the people worshipped Baal, thought of as a bull.  It was their sacred 

symbol of power and fertility and closely linked to immoral practices.  No doubt, fresh from 

Egypt, the Israelites found it easy enough to make a golden calf to represent the God who 

had just delivered them.  They were weary of a God without a face, as many are today.  They 

may even thought they were worshipping God.  Many do this today, with nominal faith-

routines.  Even if we do not make physical idols, we are often guilty of trying to make God in 

our own image, moulding Him to fit our particular expectations, desires, and circumstances.  

This can lead to self-worship of ourselves rather than the God who created us. 

 

The common denominator in idolatry is this – idolators worship the things God made rather 

than God Himself.  These gods may be wooden figures but they also may be goals or things 

we pursue, such as money, power, a comfortable life, having a good time.  Is there anything 

you feel you can't live without? Is there any priority greater than God?  Do you have a dream 

you would sacrifice everything to achieve?  Do you worship God or idols of your own 

making?  Paul, in Romans 1:22-23 puts it all clearly.  “Claiming themselves to be wise without 

God, they become utter fools instead. And then, instead of worshipping the glorious, ever-living 

God, they took wood and stone and made idols for themselves, carving them to look like mere 

birds and animals and snakes and puny men.”   

 

Paul shows us a spiral here. First, people reject God; next, they make up their own ideas of 

what a god should be and do; then they fall into sin – sexual sin, greed, hatred, envy, murder, 

strife, deceit, malice, gossip.  Finally, they can even come to hate God and encourage others 

to turn away from Him.  It is important to stress that God does not cause this steady 

progression toward evil.  Rather, when people reject Him, He allows them to live as they 

choose. Once caught in the downward spiral, it is difficult to pull out.  Sinners must trust 
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Yeshua alone to place them on the escape route to safety. We all have a job to do for Him in 

that respect. 

 

Joshua, in chapter 24:15, spoke words we all know: “Choose you this day whom ye will serve.”  

It has been said that your will is the whole person active.  I cannot give up my will. I must 

exercise it.  I must will to obey and I must will to receive God's Spirit.  When God, as on 

Mount Sinai, gives a vision of truth, it is never a question of what He will do, but of what we 

will do.  Profess to Him - “I will be loyal.”  Profess to Him - “I will serve You.”  Will to be loyal 

and keep at it, if need be, a hundred times a day, until it is as easy and as natural as 

breathing.   

 

Romans 6 has an informative discussion on the merits of being a slave to sin, or a slave, in 

obedience, to righteousness. By yielding to our many and various idols, we can find they 

dominate our lives.  Often they are hard to give up.  Bad habits can absolutely dominate us – 

once yield and though you may hate yourself for having yielded, you are a bond-slave to that 

thing. It is so easy to sing or to read, “He will break every fetter” and at the same time live a 

life of obvious slavery to yourself.  But, be willing to yield to Yeshua and He will break every 

form of slavery in any human life. Praise be that Yeshua has been anointed to set the captives 

free! 

 


