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In today's portion, among other things, Moses, 37 days before his death, repeats the Torah 

to the Israelites.  He looks again at the happenings and the God-given laws transacted in 

their 40 year journey from Egypt to the Promised Land.  Importantly, he rebukes the people 

for their lack of understanding of God's purpose and their compulsive willingness to sin 

rather than to worship. “May I have a word with you?” are the words that Moses spoke, as 

openers to the fifth book of Torah.  Midrash rabbis noted that in every place the Tanakh uses 

the verb 'daber' it indicates harshness or rebuke.  So here, in his final speech, on the verge of 

entering the Promised Land, Moses speaks harshly.  He was telling the people that they fell 

short of the holy standards required by God for His faithful followers.  Moses urges them to 

keep Torah and observe God's commandments, so as to keep the land as an eternal heritage.  

 

It was Hillel who told a student that the top commandment in Scripture was “to love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and your neighbour as yourself.”  He 

said, “Go away and do it; the rest is but commentary.” As we noted in our Hadashah reading 

from Mark, Yeshua re-iterated this some years later.  Our Isaiah reading makes the point that 

God was fed up with the peoples' burnt offerings, fat of fattened animals, etc, etc – all such 

was like disgusting incense to Him! “Wash yourselves clean! Get your evil deeds out of my 

sight! Seek justice, relieve the oppressed, defend orphans, plead for the widow.”   Evidently, 

despite Moses' entreaties way back in time,  true worship, 24/7, was still not happening.  It 

was a case of nominal motions at the 'worship' session and of going AWOL for the rest of the 

week.   

 

The writer of Hebrews says, in his penultimate chapter, “Therefore, since we have received an 

unshakeable Kingdom, let us have grace, through which we may offer service that will please 

God, with reverence and fear.”  God wants all of you.  He doesn't want part of your life.  He 

asks for all of your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.  He is not 

interested in half-hearted commitment, partial obedience, and the leftovers of your time and 

money.  As He said to the Israelites of long ago, he desires your full devotion, not little tit-bits 

of your life as and when the mood takes. 

 

 I once had the pleasure of following a course of readings on total worship, from a book 

written by an American pastor, Rick Warren – “The Purpose-Driven Life”. Warren lists four 

characteristics of honest worship.  God likes accurate worship.  It has to be based in what we 

receive from His Word, in the Bible.  Yeshua told the Samaritan woman, “True worshippers 

will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father 

seeks.”  To “worship in truth” means to worship God as He is truly revealed in the Bible.    

God likes authentic worship. 

 Yeshua said, “worship in spirit”.  That is, your spirit; not the Holy Spirit.   You, in God's image, 

are a spirit living in a body.  It is your spirit responding to the Holy Spirit within you that gives 

authentic worship.  “Loving God with all your heart and soul” means that worship has to be 

genuine  and heartfelt.  As Warren writes, “Heartless praise is no praise at all!  It is worthless, 
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an insult to God.”  After all, “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the 

heart.”  Worship has to be sincere even if imperfect; but has to be accurate.  And...remember, 

we don't have to worship all in the same way – confessing, singing, shouting, standing, 

kneeling, dancing, making joyful noise, testifying, playing instruments, raising hands. 

 

Gary Thomas identifies 9 of the ways people draw near to God, in his book “Sacred 

Pathways.”  You might worship  one way or several ways – consider, as I list Thomas' 

classification. Naturalists are those loving God in natural settings.  I don't mean nudists.  

Sensates love God with services full of sight, smell, touch, taste; not just their ears.  

Traditionalists go for rituals, liturgies, symbols, and historic structures.  Ascetics love God in 

solitude and simplicity.  Caregivers love others and meet their needs. Activists love God by 

tackling evil and injustice.  Enthusiasts love God through celebration.  Contemplatives through 

adoration. Intellectuals love God by studying with their minds.  The important thing is to be 

honest before the Lord. 

 

God likes worship to be thoughtful.  Thoughtless, perfunctory participation is a 'no-no'.  

There has to be a mind-concentration else the worship is mindless.  God wants our worship 

to be practical.  Romans 12 opens by saying, “I exhort you, therefore, brothers, in view of 

God's mercies, to offer yourselves as a sacrifice, living and set apart for God.  This will please 

Him; it is the logical “Temple worship” for you.”  God wants your body because without it you 

will not be able to do anything on earth for Him, in practical day-to-day matters.  It is no 

good saying to someone, “I'm sorry you're having a hard time but I'll be with you in spirit” , 

when, actually, God wants you to worship by putting your hand in your pocket or by offering 

other practical help, to some unfortunate. No, we must not go AWOL after the service! 

Worship takes time, effort, energy, and discipline, 24/7.  “Passive worship is an oxymoron”, 

writes Warren. 

 

And so, having flagged up what is logical “Temple Worship”, let us return to our ancestors of 

Isaiah, chapter 1. Verse 18  says, “Come...let us reason together; saith the Lord.” That 

reasoning is all about sin.  In order to create a normal, healthy relationship between God and 

man, it is of prime necessity to deal with the question of sin.  “Though your sins be as scarlet, 

they shall as white as  snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”  When 

you stand before God, sin – your sin – will be your first and principal problem.  It was 

certainly Isaiah's problem, as he tells us in Isaiah 6:1,5, when, bitterly, he cries, “Woe is me! For 

I am undone; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 

lips!”  In the spirit of true worship, he saw, in vision, the Lord in all His glory and holiness.  

Then it was that he made that cry of the heart.   

 

“Though your sins be as scarlet...”, that is, blood red, symbolic of serious sin.  Had God's 

people sinned in a terrible way, by abandoning worship of HaShem? Had they given up on 

Him, His Laws, and His Commandments?  As a matter of fact, they had not abandoned their 

religious observances at all.  They were quite meticulous in external, rote, religious practices.  
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Sacrifices? “To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to me? Saith the Lord.......I 

delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats....”  Attendance at the 

Temple?  “When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread 

my courts?”  Sabbaths? Feast days? “The new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, 

I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.....when ye make many prayers, I 

will not hear; your hands are full of blood.”  Thus, the people kept all the externals of worship, 

yet without worshipping God with all their heart, mind, spirit and soul.  They did not know the 

living God. 

In Isaiah 1:3, HaShem made it clear that the people and the leaders knew less about true 

worship than the ox and the ass - “The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: 

but Israel does not know, My people doth not consider.” 

 

Every human being, no matter how seemingly holy, has sin to deal with. Doing wrong leads 

to guilt, condemnation, hopelessness, a feeling of being lost.  Many struggle to cope.  Others 

simply accept it and plough on regardless; damaging themselves and those around them.  

But, as God says in Isaiah, “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.”  

For those who truly seek Him, He will have the heart  of a loving, merciful father.  To those 

who truly worship Him, there will be the blessed peace of forgiveness, and a setting free.  

Ostrovsky, in “Sermons from the Mount”, puts it well. “But how and where can we meet with 

God in our time?  If you truly want to meet with Him, you will not fail to realise that God in 

Messiah Yeshua has already come to meet you and is waiting to say to you, “Son, daughter, 

your sins are forgiven you!” The seraph that took a live coal from off the altar in God's 

Temple will take a coal from off the altar of God on Calvary's hill, will touch your lips, will take 

away your uncleanness, and your sin will be purged.  The Spirit of God will renew and fill your 

heart if only you respond to his invitation and confess your helplessness and need.” 
 


